
3-‐6-‐15	  DPH	  –	  Requesting	  Money	  From	  The	  General	  Fund	  for	  Raised	  S.B.	  207.	  

	   We	  are	  writing	  in	  support	  of	  Raised	  Senate	  Bill	  #207,	  “An	  Act	  Concerning	  

Funding	  for	  a	  Lyme	  Disease	  Prevention	  and	  Education	  Program”	  and	  asking	  that	  

moneys	  for	  this	  bill	  be	  allocated	  from	  the	  General	  Fund.	  

	   Tick-‐borne	  illnesses,	  including	  Lyme	  disease,	  have	  been	  a	  serious	  threat	  to	  

quality-‐of-‐life	  in	  Connecticut	  for	  more	  than	  three	  decades.	  We	  have	  personally	  

known	  young	  children,	  college-‐age	  students,	  and	  adults	  who	  have	  been	  debilitated	  

by	  undetected	  Lyme	  disease,	  which	  has	  progressed	  to	  the	  chronic	  stage.	  They	  have	  

had	  to	  put	  their	  lives	  on	  hold	  because	  they	  often	  lack	  the	  energy	  to	  function	  

normally.	  Widespread	  dissemination	  of	  information	  on	  Lyme	  disease	  prevention,	  

i.e.,	  through	  the	  BLAST	  Lyme	  disease	  prevention	  program,	  would	  work	  towards	  

curtailing	  the	  spread	  of	  Lyme	  disease	  and	  its	  resultant	  chronic	  illness.	  This	  program	  

has	  already	  shown	  its	  effectiveness.	  The	  term	  BLAST	  is	  a	  simple	  pneumonic	  that	  is	  

easy	  to	  remember	  and	  follow.	  Just	  bathing	  (“B”)	  soon	  after	  spending	  time	  outdoors	  

is	  a	  major	  step	  in	  prevention	  of	  the	  disease	  for	  individuals.	  The	  additional	  steps	  of	  

Looking	  for	  ticks,	  Applying	  repellants,	  Spraying	  the	  yard	  perimeters,	  and	  Treating	  

pets	  are	  particularly	  effective	  for	  families.	  Funding	  included	  in	  Raised	  Senate	  Bill	  

#207	  will	  allow	  expansion	  of	  this	  valuable	  program	  throughout	  Connecticut.	  There	  

is	  no	  reason	  why	  Connecticut	  visitors	  and	  residents	  should	  be	  naïve	  about	  Lyme-‐

disease	  prevention.	  

	   In	  conclusion,	  we	  hope	  that	  you	  will	  also	  support	  Raised	  Senate	  Bill	  #207.	  As	  

you	  are	  aware,	  when	  it	  comes	  to	  health	  care	  expenditures,	  prevention	  is	  always	  

more	  cost-‐effective	  than	  chronic	  treatment.	  Additionally,	  with	  Lyme	  disease,	  

quality-‐of-‐life	  for	  Connecticut	  citizens	  vastly	  improves	  with	  prevention.	  

Sincerely,	  

Dr.	  Thomas	  and	  Ms.	  Linda	  MacGregor	  

Danbury,	  CT	  


